What is CHILEAN NEEDLE GRASS? PREVENTING THE SPREAD
of Chilean Needle Grass Seed

Hay, and potentially silage and baleage, has proved
to be an efficient means of spread for Chilean needle
grass seed.

There is a high risk of Chilean needle grass seed being
spread in hay and on haymaking machinery.
To prevent the spread of Chilean needle grass seed
through hay, silage, or baleage:

« DO NOT allow any haymaking machinery onto your
property unless it has been cleaned and inspected.

DO NOT buy OR sell hay or other st
from pasture containing Chilean

DO clean and inspect all machmery after making
hay in pasture containing Chilean needle grass,
before it is moved to other properties.

DO feed hay, silage and baleage with possible
Chilean needle grass seed contamination, in
specific locations so the area can be easily
inspected for any Chilean needle grass seed
germination which may occur.
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Movement of Stock

The sticky, sharp seed of Chilean needle grass sticks
to the wool of sheep and bores into the pelts of
grazing animals.

Chilean needle grass seed may remain viable after
travelling through the gut of grazing animals.

To prevent the spread of Chilean needle grass seed
through animal movements:

DO NOT move stock from infested areas to clear
areas in wet conditions. Wet soil can stick to
animals feet and spread Chilean needle grass
seed to new areas.
DO NOT graze sheep on pasture containing
Chi Lcan need grass between November and
’ ry. Cattle are less wswat\b\e to injury
n ' , but they still
ntial pread seed.
DO shear sheep, including their hocks, if they
e been grazing on pasture containing Chilean
needle grass, before they are moved to clear
areas or sold for slaughter.
DO empty out all stock, which have been grazing
on pasture containing Chilean needle grass,
before they are moved to clear areas or sold for
slaughter.
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