Oceania Moto Trials 2010-04-05

The Trans Tasman Oceania Moto Trials shield match was held again this Easter with the Kiwis
managing a victory on Australian “turf”. This years challenge took place at the Glenmaggie
Easter Trial which has been running for some 35 years.

This year saw a record entry of 157 riders of which 6 were Kiwi’'s. Glenmaggie is situated about
3 hours east of Melbourne and the venue was north of picturesque Glenmaggie Lake.

The property boasts a small stream, similar to those we see in NZ, among rolling hills with
outcrops of rock and adorned with stands of trees. A trialsters dream property.

The event was run over two days and each team consisted of an expert rider, and master rider
[+ 35], a senior woman and a junior woman and NZ team comprised Jake Whitaker, Warren
Laugesen, Stef Downes and Gabby Gundry respectively. They were matched by Australian Tim
Coleman, Simon Van Baalen, Michelle Coleman and Adina Reed respectively.

The competition was going to be a close race to the line with most picking a win for the Kiwi
men and a win for the Aussie women but by the end of day one, NZ's junior woman Gabby
Gundry had edged slightly ahead of her counterpart Adina Reed and Jake and Warren had both
recorded wins to give the Kiwis a two win lead at days end. Could she repeat that on day two
and could the men stay steady with a win a piece. Day 2 did not start well for Adina and Gabby
rode steady all day to seal the fate of the Australians.

But it did not end there. From 6 riders with MNZ licences, 4 took podium positions. They were:

First Expert............. Jake Whitaker
First A grade............Warren Laugesen
Third C grade............ Gabby Gundry
Third Veteran............Francis Sydenham

An unofficial result would be that Stef Downes was the third best woman in the B grade.

The Kiwis were definitely conspicuous by their presence and | was proud to be part of a
dedicated team.

Jim Henderson
MNZ Moto Trials Commissioner







